Preamble

As we talked earlier, my main point in that email was that eXo shouldn't restrict what developers know/can do in order to make it newbie-friendly. It can have an easy GUI and be powerful at the same time.

The way it is, either I'm a newbie and play with drag & drop or I'm a developer and extend GenericPortlet. There's no middle term. The people a bit more technical could do a lot more from eXo than they can now.

I had a brainstorm about how that could be done (eclipse-like perspectives, role based perspectives, “advanced” button, etc.).

There are a lot of thingsin this document that are advanced. If you can't think of anyway to make any of these newbie-friendly, please lets discuss it. I would really like to see them in eXo, because IMO there are other users like me that feel this way.

Portal

Overall

· Change messages from the default popup (error/warning/info). It seems messy since there's already JavaScript's alerts and is not ergonomic. JSF-like messages are much better (they appear in a box above the form). The user only wants to correct his fields, the don't want to click any annoying popup.

· eXo: request forwarded to Portal Team

· There's already a Groovy cache, to save compilation AFAIK. There could be also a HTML cache, that would cache the whole page, not a per portlet thing.

· eXo: html cache would applie to “static” portlets (aka WCM Portlets), it’s already in the wcm 2010 roadmap.

Language

· The Language Settings should use the locales-config.xml definitions (output-encoding and input-encoding) to encode request parameters. There are a lot of encoding problems through eXo (try to login with a fake username with accents, for instance)

· eXo: request forwarded to Portal Team

Portlets and HTML rendering

· Don't render the div tags like VIEW-PAGEBODY, META-DATA-BLOCK, PORTLET-FRAGMENT, etc (or render the minimum required) with “display: none”. That pollutes the code, makes the downloading slower, loads the browser and confuses us with eXo's CSS. Rather these tags should not be shown by default but only in Edit Site, Edit Mode, etc. If that was done this way because of AJAX, it's much preferable for the web-designer to have a refresh than a end-user to have a bloated HTML.

· eXo: Such a thing will be discussed internally in the new GateIn project as I would like in WCM a “production” site without this code.

· A decorator container. Something like a wrapper that would have a before and an after field that would surround it's contents.

· eXo: don’t understand that point.

· Rliu: Just like there are column, rows, tab and mixed container, it would be useful to have a “decorator container”. A container that would decorate it's content. Imagine (I had to do that) that I wan a PageBody with rounded corners. There are a lot of methods to do rounded corners in HTML/CSS, but only a few are applicable because there's no way to surround PageBody's content (a simple case: imagine I want a <div> tag before and a </div> after page content. Or a <center> or <table>, etc)

· Editing class/style tag of portlet's div is really useful (used a lot of times in this project I'm in). There should be a field for each of these (and maybe width/height would be unnecessary) in Portlet Settings tab.

· eXo: that’s also part of WCM requirements for accessibility : I’d like to add a class property for each portlet instance and we have to remove the portlet id property for w3c compliance. We’re on the same wave 

· Portlet's id should be editable. Then I could use it as CSS selector and have meaningful id's in my HTML.

· eXo: agreed, see previous answer.

· Navigation, Breadcrumb and Site Map should be done with server-side scripting.

· This is much less error-prone (another JavaScript error wouldn't break my script)

· We could use caching

· We could use IDE goodies

· And I think it's prettier, much more maintainable and the concept of versioning gets more reasonable.

· eXo: it’s done like this in Portal but we purpose an alternative behaviour in WCM. Note that we will add in the near future a accessibility oriented site, so this js navigation will be replaced by the server side navigation portlet.

· Rliu: Yeah, it's more a portal thing. Only Navigation is going to have this? Why not the rest? I will help accessibility too, wouldn't it? I find there JS harmful and had a lot of trouble debugging them (fail silently, break other things like eXo's adminbar, cause infinite loops, etc, etc). Who else can I talk to to try to convince? ;)

WCM contents

URL absolute path

· Using REST WebDAV service to render images makes the user have to type huge URLs like /rest/jcr/repository/collaboration/sites%20content/live/MY_PORTAL (which is also looks bad). Templating service should automatically parse absolute paths or at least some kind of ${portal} (for portal base path) and a ${content} (for webcontent base path).

· eXo : good idea, I’ll keep that in mind

RSS

· RSS isn't only a Parameterized Content List Viewer Portlet thing I should be able to use it to list anything I wanted. There should be a portlet to do that. Using listing concept would make this really powerful.

· eXo: It’s not in wcm roadmap for now. First, we will improve rss in PCLV and we will add rss support to CLV.

· Rliu: Ok. I had to do that also, as eXo didn't help me with my client's requirements. I'll polish and release my code. I'll send you a note to take a look at it, it seems a lot like the old rss.

Listing concept

· There are a lot of places where lists are used. Most of time it's masked as a “choose folder” button. Instead of only having the option to choose a folder, it would be great to be able to specify SQL/XPath queries also.

· eXo: part of WCM 2.x roadmap 

Templating

· When registering more than one template (dialog or view), user should be able to choose which one to view in Fast Content Creator Portlet , Parameterized Content Viewer Portlet and Single Content Viewer Portlet. A “default” checkbox could mark the template used in Site Explorer or when no template is selected.

· eXo:part of 2010 wcm roadmap but I don’t know when.

· There should be other templating languages like JSP, Velocity. The Navigation/Breadcrumb/Site Map could user these besides the already supported Groovy.

· eXo: templates are now using groovy, we don’t go in another support for now. In the other hand, I would like next year to create a DSL for wcm templates. It would be easier to write and more efficient.

· Rliu: besides being a cool feature, to have various templating languages, eXo also looses “custom tags” support using Groovy language (instead of writing cumbersome code involving REST to show a simple image you guys could define a <wcm:image /> or instead of binding properties to fields there could be a <wcm:input />)

· Just like the WebDAV REST service, we could have a JSON and XML counterpart (through accepted-content HTTP header. See RESTEasy) that would support CRUD in JCR. That way:

· we would leverage integration and we could promote that is aligned with service orientation, ESB integration for example.

· and we would have a plus that we could use XLS transformations to create yet another way to view content. Maybe some other portlet would be created to show this. This portlet could even display remote content.

· Fast Content Creator Portlet would then use this service and, again, add a remote content.

· eXo: I will transmit that to JCR team. Maybe it’s their lab box. 

· Rliu: I saw there's a CMIS effort going on, tha would pretty much cover this topic. Then I would suggest to have the Fast Content Creator Portlet option to add to a CMIS REST URL, and the Single Content View Portlet to get contents from a URL

· In portlets like Category Navigation Portlet , Content List Viewer Portlet and Parameterized Content List Viewer Portlet the template should be picked from a JCR path. That would fix the problem of custom templates. Anyway, most templates only make sense in some business context. Standard templates could be placed in “shared” site.

· eXo: templates will stay in the dms-system workspace. Note that since WCM 1.2.1 you can edit your template from the siteexplorer and save them. They will be then decached automatically.

· Rliu: I understand you from a engineering point of view. Collaboration workspace should only have web contents. But keeping things like this makes it harder for the admin to edit those templates (he will navigate through the heart of the portal, which is odd because that's pretty much the only case in which it's necessary) and if, say, I make a blog site. I have registered a my:post NodeType and created a “list post template” to show my posts. This domain-specific template will show in all my other sites. What if I have 20 sites in eXo? That looks bad, engineering point of view too. (is decaching always activated when salving (or publishing)? That would be cool too)

WCM portlets

Category Navigation Portlet 

· CN could list list any folder instead of only categories. Actually this portlet should be  a Content List Viewer Portlet with something like a “list subfolders” option and a “tree-like” template.

· eXo: yes, it’s the idea but first, we wanted category support.

Content List Viewer Portlet 

· CLV could be more generic and list whatever the user tells it to (see Listing concept)

· eXo: it can list all “documents like” contents (the ecm way). That means, it can show any nodetype with a template marked as document.

· Rliu: if there were support for Listing concept I could show to the user things like the latest articles which weren't commented, or all the documents that are in Draft mode, or the latest added contents (global wide), etc, etc

· Should “order by” arbitrary properties also. The existent properties might don't work for my custom made NodeType (in case I want to order by author, for example).

· GateIn will permit preferences extensions. It was not that simple to do this in eXoPortal 2.5

· Should have a “Target page” like Parameterized Content List Viewer Portlet does.

· eXo:already in WCM 1.2.1

Parameterized Content List Viewer Portlet 

· PCLV could be more generic and list whatever the user tells it to (see Listing concept).

· eXo:will be improved in WCM 2.0

· PCLV should have a base path, that way:

· URLs would be prettier and meaningful

· It would be more secure (access would be more restrict)

· Breadcrumb could use the parameter also (parameterized contents aren't currently being show in breadcrumbs)

· eXo:will be improved in WCM 2.0

Parameterized Content Viewer Portlet

· PCV should have a base path, that way:

· URLs would be prettier and meaningful

· It would be more secure (access would be more restrict)

· Breadcrumb could use the parameter also (parameterized contents aren't currently being show in breadcrumbs

· eXo: will be improved in WCM 2.0 with a more simple navigation model.

